Thou Art My Strong Refuge 


“There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, 
who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” 


(Romans 8:1) 


EAVENLY Father, I’m so grateful for our Deliverer, your well pleasing 

Son, the Lord and God Jesus Christ. Thank you for His precious blood, 
that pays the penalty we could not pay. Also Father, thank you for His perfect 
righteousness as a real man, that procures the perfect performance of the law, 
that we know your holiness demands. 


And now because of the doing and dying of your Son, the Law of God is 
something that we love, for it is no longer an administration of death in Christ 
Jesus your Son [Romans 8:1]. We see now by your grace, that it’s been kept 
perfectly by your Son, by Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in 
His own blood. In fact we can now say boldly to our friends, neighbors, and 
family, that God requires us to keep His law perfectly, and beloved you already 
know this, God’s Son, our surety and substitute, He has keep the law of God for 
His people, perfectly. And beloved, we wouldn’t have it any other way; for we 
hate all our creature righteousness, indeed, we hate our life, and Father, we only 
want to be found in the perfect righteous life of your well pleasing Son. 


As our brother Paul says (and Father may that be the prayer of both the reader 
and writer alike, even now) I don’t want to be found in a righteousness of my 
own as touching the law, but Father let me be found in the Ark of your 
Salvation. Let me be found in your Son, always and ever. For I count all things 
loss (just refuse and garbage), just one long running filthy rag of a ruined 
imperfect life. I want to be found in the perfect life of your well pleasing Son. 
Can it be? LORD, J am as a wonder unto many; but Thou art my strong refuge. 
— JDM 


Christ Is Our All And In All 
“~.. Christ is all, and in all.” (Colossians 3:11) 


RIEND, you and I will never be able to value the Lord’s righteousness 

until we have been fully convinced that we have no righteousness of our 
own! Then, once convinced by the Holy Spirit, Christ will be revealed to be our 
all and in all—when we feel, and know, and are convinced of our utter and 
complete poverty before the Lord—then and only then, if God be pleased, of 
God in Christ, we will be made to know, ever so blessedly, that He has been 
made unto us to be all our wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and 
redemption, That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in 
the LORD (1 Corinthians 1:30-31). — JDM 
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BELOVED, the only work that effects assurance to the hearts of God’s people, 
is not any work done in our flesh, but rather the righteous finished work of 
God’s Son fulfilling His law on our behalf [Isaiah 42:21]. On the cross where 
our blessed Saviour died, He purchased us with His own blood. The 
punishing, bloody propitious death of our Lord Jesus Christ paid the penalty 
of all our unholy sins. And with that righteous life, the life He lived out as a 
real man, was accepted of the Father. And so now, He is risen to justify us 
and ever lives at the righthand of the Father, for He has fulfilled every 
demand God required of His people for their justification and holiness. May 
God grant, both the writer and reader help! Lord I believe, help my unbelief. 
Beloved believing sinner, He has accomplished—indeed, He has finished the 
work of our salvation! Amen. [Isaiah 40:1-2, Hebrews 4:3] — JDM 


WELCOME 


SINNERS are welcome at Sovereign Grace Church. We are a local body of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. As you spend time with us, you’ll soon discover 
we’re an imperfect assembly, with an imperfect pastor, yet by God’s 
underserved grace, we preach, believe, and know the perfect gospel of our 
never failing Lord Jesus Christ. Reader, we call His name Jesus for He 
shall (not might, not maybe) rather He shall save His people from their 
sins. And beloved believing sinner you already know it you are complete in 
Him, saved to the uttermost [Colossians 2:10, Hebrews 7:25]. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Sovereign Grace Conference 
Friday, February 25th @ 7:30 PM, David Pledger & Kevin Thacker 
Saturday, February 26th @ 10:30 AM, Kevin Thacker & David Pledger 


conference.sovereigngrace.us 


Happy Birthday! 
Vicky Hicks, February 20th 


RESOURCES 


BE sure to visit our websites for gospel articles, live messages, and resources. 


GRACE ARTICLES 


“Do we pray for our enemies?” 


“Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they 
might be saved” (Romans 10:1) 
ELIEVERS pray for their sin to be forgiven. We pray for our loved ones to hear 
the Gospel of free grace in Christ and to be drawn to Him. We pray for our 
brethren in Christ to be comforted, and we pray for God to call out His elect in this 
generation. But do we pray for our enemies? 
Paul was praying for the salvation of his earthly kinsmen in Romans 9:3 and 10:1. 
Those Jews viewed him as a traitor. One who changed sides during a holy war. They 
likely referred to him only as Saul, and with a sour tone in their voices mocking him. 
They would torture and kill him if they could. But Paul earnestly prayed for them to 
hear and to know Christ. 
Our Master told us to do just that in Matthew 5:44. He said to “pray for them that 
despitefully use you.” Christ not only told us to pray for OUR enemies, but on our 
behalf, He prayed for HIS enemies — “Father, forgive them; they know not what they 
do.” (Luke 23:34) Also, He died for His sheep while we were ungodly enemies against 
Him. (Romans 5:6-8) 
May we be given the grace to pray for the ones that hate us, despise us and would kill 
us if possible. That they too may know their sin and know the One who was made sin 
for His people, The Lord Jesus Christ! [2 Corinthians 5:21] — Kevin Thacker 


His Glory 
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath 
blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: 

According as He hath chosen us in Him before the foundation of the 

world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love: 
Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to 

himself, according to the good pleasure of His will, To the praise of the 
glory of His grace, wherein He hath made us accepted in the beloved.” 
(Ephesians 113-6) 

HE Glory of the Triune God is paramount in all things. 

This Glory is magnified in the electing of a people by the Father in Christ. It is 
magnified in the saving of that people through the blood of Christ. And it is magnified 
in the revelation of our Savior, in our new hearts, through the Holy Spirit. 

When the child of God is finally brought home, we will forever sing praise to His 
Glory in perfection and for eternity. — Kevin Thacker 


